SAFETY COMMITTEE
By Dick Shrum

I am pleased to be the new committee chair, replacing Dave Fosdick who performed an exceptional job in this post.  By way of introduction, I have been a homeowner on the lake for 11 years and full-timer for over two years.  I am a retired Federal employee, active in the local Coast Guard Auxiliary/Flotilla 87, and a volunteer boating safety instructor for Virginia DGIF.  I welcome your participation in committee work, or any questions you may have (540-872-5409 or dickshrum@hughes.net).
Boating Safety Materials – Efforts will be continued to distribute free boating safety and environmental information locally for use by members and other lake users.  In addition, the new laminated safety information card developed by LACA with a BoatUS grant will be available in many local businesses.  The card has boat navigation rules, emergency phone numbers and lake information.  It is also planned to coordinate distribution with Flotilla 87’s parallel work, and to explore a similar program for hunting safety materials.  Members can obtain larger quantities of materials (beyond 1 or 2 copies from a local store) for associations and organizations by contacting me.
Boat Operator Education – LACA members are reminded that Virginia DGIF has adopted state regulations that require all PWC (jet ski) operators 20 years of age or younger to meet the new boating safety education compliance requirement by July 1, 2009.  The new rules are being phased-in over several years, such that compliance will be required of all PWC operators by July 1, 2012, and all motorboat operators by July 1, 2016, regardless of age.  Information on boating safety classes may be found at the DGIF website: www/dgif.virginia.gov.  More details will be given in the next Newsletter.
Mandatory Life Jacket Wear for Children – Further background and discussion of this topic is provided in a separate article.  It is clear that LACA will be deeply involved over the next year or so, and interested members are invited to contact me for information.  A major player in the process will be the Virginia Safe Boating Alliance, to which LACA is a member.  In the recent past, the Alliance played a key role in adoption of the boater education regulations.  For the life jacket issue, LACA will have a major input since Lake Anna is the largest body of water that may be added to the existing mandatory wear requirement for children.
Newspaper Articles on Safety – A tentative initiative under consideration (pending Board approval) jointly with our weekly Central Virginian newspaper is the publishing of a regular series of articles on safety issues relevant to the Lake Anna area.  Boating, water and other outdoor safety will provide a frequent theme for the articles, but it is also expected to cover a wide range of topics, including public safety, kids and seniors, home and food, and emphasis on the seasonal aspects of these topics.  Volunteers to assist with this project would be very welcome.
Mandatory Life Jacket Wear for Children (HJ627)
By Dick Shrum

This year will be an active one on this subject as Virginia focuses on the “need for a uniform and consistent statewide children’s life jacket wear requirement.”  House Joint Resolution No. 627 (HJ627), sponsored by Delegate Poisson of Northern Virginia, calls for DGIF to consult and coordinate with boating communities and organizations such as LACA, and to adopt appropriate regulations if the need exists.  Eight efforts in Richmond over the past decade to seek legislatively-mandated regulations failed due to inaction, whereas this year’s approach is to have DGIF carry out a statewide substantive study of the matter.
“Mandatory wear by children” has been around for decades, following the path of seat belts, helmets and booster seats.  As with other safety devices, the record is very clear that the wearing of life jackets saves lives – most boat-related drownings could have been avoided if the victim had been wearing a jacket.  With urging from Federal Agencies and a variety of safety organizations, states began to adopt mandatory regulations years ago, to the point that 48 of the 50 states now have such statewide rules.  Only Virginia and Wisconsin continue to be “hold outs”, and Wisconsin plans to adopt this year.
At the federal level, the US Coast Guard in June 2002 adopted regulations requiring children under 13 years of age to wear life jackets whenever the boat was underway, except when below deck or in an enclosed cabin.  The Coast Guard also “recommends” as policy that all boaters, regardless of age, wear a life jacket.  The mandatory regulations are applicable on Virginia waters subject to federal jurisdiction – coastal waters and bays, major rivers to the fall-line (e.g., Richmond), and many lakes.  The latter includes, for example, Smith Mountain, Claytor and Philpott because of the Army Corps of Engineers role, and Kerr and Gaston because they lie within multiple states.  State-only waters, of which Lake Anna is clearly the largest in Virginia, are not subject to the Federal regulations.  In reality, however, the federal rules are ineffective within Virginia because they are not enforceable by state and local authorities – and hence are not widely complied with by the boating public – and are not consistent across the state.
In addition, the federal regulations are superseded by state laws, which can vary from the Coast Guard rules.  For example, some states use ages of 6, 7, 10, etc. rather than the “under 13” age.  Some states have also adopted mandatory life jacket requirements for water sports (such as waterskiing), small boats (kayaks and canoes), and particularly dangerous situations (rapids, high water and cold temperatures).  In summary, there are many options for Virginia and DGIF to consider.  The LACA Board agreed to support the proposed Resolution to study the issue, while reserving its position whether to support mandatory requirements or not.  It appears very likely that HJ627 will be adopted this month, and that DGIF will soon begin consultation with LACA and others as part of its study.  An update will be provided in future Newsletters and members can expect a full discussion at the annual LACA meeting this summer.
