Presentation to Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
Joint Permit Application Number 07-0860 ; Cutalong
10 July 2008 

Representatives of DEQ, Ladies and Gentlemen;
1.  Introduction.   I am Doug Smith.  I am a resident of Louisa County and own property on the Lake Anna waterfront.  I am Vice President of the Lake Anna Civic Association.  The purpose of  LACA is to preserve Lake Anna and its watershed as a safe, clean, and beautiful resource.  We promote water safety, monitor water quality, and  advocate the interests of residents and users of Lake Anna.
LACA supports the overall Cutalong project.  The mixed development of commercial, affordable housing, golf course, marina, and residential golf community will be a positive addition to the Lake Anna area.  LACA is comfortable with the method of sewage treatment and the use of the effluent to water the golf course grass.  The developer has done a good job of preserving the wetlands and LACA is in favor of the remediation plan set forth where wetlands are disturbed.  
2.  Concerns.   LACA has concerns about the water withdrawal out of Contrary Creek and the dredging as they are proposed in the current draft permit.  

a.  Water Withdrawal:   LACA opposes any withdrawal of water from Lake Anna or any of its feeder tributaries when the lake level is below normal pool level (currently 250 ft msl).   Withdrawals when the lake is low can adversely impact recreational and other uses of the lake.   If the lake level is at or above normal pool, LACA does not object to water withdrawal because that water is excess to any need on the lake or downstream and would otherwise flow over the dam and out to the bay.  The permit should be modified to eliminate restrictions that prevent the developer from filling holding ponds while the lake level is above normal pool level and impose further restrictions on water withdrawal when the lake is below normal pool level.  In no case should withdrawals exceed 0.6 cfs (250gpm) when the lake is below normal level.  Additionally, any pond used to store treated water should be required to have a liner and be tested and properly disposed of at the conclusion of its operations.  The permit should have a requirement for the developer to post on line real time the current lake level reading before the start of any water removal.  The draft permit is also unclear about the years in which withdrawals are allowed.  LACA believes the permit should be modified to simply require withdrawals at lake levels above normal pool level and minimum withdrawals when the lake is below normal pool level regardless of when the withdrawals are required. 

b.   Dredging:   LACA  is concerned about the dredging in both Lake Anna and Contrary Creek.  LACA prefers dry dredging so that silt plumes do not get into the water.  The permit should be changed to require double silt fence and daily monitoring of silt fences in any area that is not dry dredged.  Additionally, three of the eleven dredge material testing locations showed high levels of Lead (pb).  The report states “Lead is therefore a minor constituent of concern for the site.  The location of the Lead in these sediments is considered localized.”   LACA asks that the permit be modified to require additional testing for Lead during and after dredging to protect the public from potential Lead problems.  

Sincerely,

Doug Smith
Lake Anna Civic Association
PO Box 217
Mineral, VA 23117
Phone   540-894-9094
